
 
 

 

 

 

Ingredients 
 Baking Soda 

 Sand 

 Isopropyl Alcohol 

 Sugar 

 Grill Lighter 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

B L A C K  S N A K E  

Instructions 

STEP 1:  Mix 4 tablespoons of sugar with 1 tablespoon of baking 
soda.   
STEP 2:  Using the sand create a mound and then create a 
depression in the center of the sand. 
STEP 3:  Pour some of the isopropyl alcohol into the depression.   
STEP 4:  Pour the sugar and baking soda mixture into the 
depression. 
STEP 5:  Using the grill lighter ignite the sugar and baking soda 
mixture.  
 

Explanation 

When baking soda is heated to a specific temperature carbon 
dioxide is released.  The pressure created from the release of 
the carbon dioxide gas causes the snake to grow.  The snake 
gets it black appearance due to the sugar being caramelized by 
the heat.   
 
   
 
 

Each Hooked on Science experiment is safe to perform with an adult present.  If not performed correctly the experiment could be dangerous.  
Jason Lindsey, Hooked on Science, and ALL Hooked on Science affiliates expressly disclaims all liability for any occurrence, including, but not 

limited to, damage, injury or death, which might arise as consequences of the use of any experiment(s) online or on air. The guardian of the child 
and the performer of the experiment assume all the liability and will use these science experiments at their own risk! 
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